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SUBJECT: DEPARTMENT PRESS BRIEFING: MIDDLE EAST 

FOLLOWING ARE EXTRACTS OF DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN S PRESS 
BRIEFING OCT 13, 1973 



1. QUOTE AMBASSADOR MCCLOSKEY: ONE OF THE THINGS THAT HAS 
OCCUPIED A GOOD DEAL OF MY TIME THIS MORNING HAS BEEN MOST 
DISTURBING TO US- IT IS THAT WE ARE CONTINUING TO GET, AND 
TO READ, FALSE REPORTS OF AMERICAN MILITARY INVOLVEMENT IN 
THE MIDDLE EAST, REMINISCENT OF THE SO-CALLED "BIG LIE" 
TECHNIQUE THAT WAS EMPLOYED DURING THE CONFLICT IN 1967, 
BEARING DIRECTLY ON THE UNITED STATES. 
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I WISH I COULD AVOID THE BUSINESS OF DENYING EACH OF THESE, 
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WHAT I'D HAVE TO SAY ARE MISCHIEVOUS AND GROUNDLESS REPORTS 
AS THEY COME ALONG. 

LET ME SAY THAT THERE IS NO TRUTH WHATSOEVER TO. I GUESS, 
PARTICULARLY TWO STORIES THIS MORNING. ONE, THAT A U.S. 

AIR FORCE AIRCRAFT WAS IVOLVED IN THE HOSTILITIES IN 
SYRIA; AND A SECOND THAT A PHANTOM JET BEARING "USAF," U.S. 

AIR FORCE MARKINGS, PILOTED BY AN AMERICAN, WAS 



SHOT DOWN FRIDAY OVER DAMASCUS, AND ADD, LASTLY, THAT 
THERE IS NO AMERICAN INVOLVEMENT IN THE FIGHTING BY U.S. 
MILITARY FORCES OR PERSONNEL. 

AND WHAT IS, I SUPPOSE, MOST DISTURBING TO US IS THAT 
THESE ALLEGATIONS ARE EMANATING FROM ARAB QUARTERS WHERE 
GOVERNMENTS THERE HAVE ASKED THE UNITED STATES ON A 
NUMBER OF OCCASIONS TO BE AS HELPFUL AS WE CAN IN AN 
EFFORT TO START, OR HAVE STARTED, A NEGOTIATION AMONG 
THE PARTIES, ASKING THAT AT THE SAME TIME THAT THEY ARE 
VILIFYING US BY THE NATURE OF THESE REPORTS. 



Q: I WANT TO GET BACK TO THE REPORTS THIS MORNING OF 
THE PHANTOMS, OR OTHER U.S. PLANES INVOLVED. YOU 
REFERRED SPECIFICALLY TO TWO STORIES RELATING TO AIR 
FORCE PLANES, AND YOU AGAIN SAID SPECIFICALLY, NO 
AMERICAN INVOLVEMENT IN THE FIGHTING. 



A: NO AMERICAN "MILITARY" INVOLVEMENT. 

Q: NO AMERICAN MILITARY INVOLVEMENT. WELL, WOULD YOU 
HAVE MADE THAT STATEMENT WITHOUT ASSURANCES FROM THE 
PENTAGON THAT THERE WERE NO RECONNAISSANCE AIRCRAFT 
INVOLVED? PARTICULARLY NAVAL AIRCRAFT OF THE SIXTH 
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FLEET? 



A: I HAVE CHECKED THIS AS THOROUGHLY AS IT'S HUMANLY 
POSSIBLE TO DO THIS MORNING, AND I THINK I WILL STAND 
ON WHAT I HAVE SAID. 
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